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CALENDAR RULES

SEASONS:  Turn of the Year
God established the beginning of His Holy Memorial Convocations and Festivals (appointed times) by using the moon, specifically the sign of the new moon.  The words “new moon” and “month” have interchangeable meanings.  A new moon is the starting reference point of the moon’s revolution around the earth in the presence of the sun. 

Exodus 12:1~2 "And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you".

Genesis 1:14  And God said, “Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years:”
Psalms 104:19 "He appointed the moon for seasons (meaning appointed times): the sun knoweth his going down" 
We find appointed times were set into Yah’s (God's) plan from the beginning of creation.  The word season is # 4150 meaning appointed times or a fixed time.  A year is determined by the earth completing one revolution around the sun.  From one spring equinox to the next spring equinox incorporates a festival year.  Equinox equates to the word “turn” in God's terminology.  The month in which the “turn” occurs becomes the appointed time for Yah’s (God's) Holy Days.  As the earth pivots on its axis, causing the sun to move closer from one hemisphere to another, creating a different season.
Exodus 23:16 "And the Feast of harvest, the Firstfruits of thy labours, which thou hast sown in the field: and the Feast of ingathering, which is in the end of the year (or turn of the year), when thou hast gathered in thy labours out of the field".

Exodus 34:22 "And thou shalt observe the feast of weeks, of the firstfruits of wheat harvest, and the feast of ingathering at the year's end (turn of the year or end of the harvest year). 
Reading this same scripture from the Interlinear Bible-Hebrew-English, using the Strong's numbers we read: 

Exodus 34:22 "And you shall observe a Feast of Weeks for yourself, the firstfruits of the harvest of wheat; also the Feast of Ingathering at the turn of the year." 

The Hebrew word for turn is called Tekufath.  The turns of the year occur at the beginning and the end of seasonal year.  The turn occurs when the sunlight moves perpendicular or directly over the equator from the Southern Hemisphere to the Northern Hemisphere and vise-versa causing equal parts of night and day light, with sunrise, sunset equaling 12 hours apart.  The earth turns on its access rotating the two Hemispheres by tilting alternately 22½ degrees or oscillating back and forth: ranging from being closest to the sun to then backing away to a point furthest from the sun or vise-versa.  This turning oscillation causes a fluctuation in seasonal temperatures.  The Strong's number for turn is #8622, meaning coming round, circuit. 
The reference in Exodus 34:22  means at the circuit of the year, the TURN OF THE YEAR, denoting the seasonal changes with the earth tilting the Southern Hemisphere further away from the sun and the Northern Hemisphere tilting closer, or toward the sun changing the climate from colder to warmer from a northern hemisphere perspective. 
Exodus 12:2 "This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you" 
Exodus 13:10 "Thou shalt therefore keep this ordinance (Passover and Days of Unleavened Bread) in his season (appointed time) from year to year". 
Numbers 9:2 "Let the children of Israel also keep the Passover at his appointed season" 
Exodus 23:15~16 "Thou shalt keep the feast of Unleavened Bread: thou shalt eat unleavened bread seven days, as I commanded thee, in the time appointed of the month Abib; for in it thou camest out from Egypt: and none shall appear before me empty: And the Feast of Harvest, the firstfruits of thy labours, which thou hast sown in the field: and the Feast of Ingathering, which is in the end of the year (turn of the year),when thou hast gathered in thy labours out of the field". 
 Exodus 23:16 and Exodus 34:22 tell us to keep the feasts at the appointed time and associates them with the turn of the year or turns of the seasons.  Notice specifically it’s the time of the Feasts that are associated with the year’s end or the turnings of the seasons, not dependent on the moon’s phases. 
Turn #8622 means coming round, circuit, {year's end: Heb. revolution of the year} at the circuit (completion) of the year.  Also in Ex 23:16, Ex 34:22, De 11:12, De 14:28, De 26:12, De 31:10, 2Sa 14:26, 2Ki 18:10, 2Ch 24:23, Jer 1:3. 

Also noted in Deuteronomy 31:9~11 states that the end of the year is at the solemn Feast of Tabernacles which once again shows the timing of the Feast occurs at the turning of the season at the autumnal equinox.  
Vegetation included in Genesis 1:14 was never employed as a determinant factor to define a year, only signs of the sun and the moon.  Nor is there any biblical reference mandating looking for vegetation as a sign for keeping the feasts at their proper time.  But with the birth of new vegetation in spring, it bares witness that the seasons have changed just as does the fall season changes after the last harvest.   So why do many associate the vegetation as a valid sign of the New Year and the spring Holydays?
Exodus 13:4 "This day came ye out in the month Abib". Ex 12:2; 23:15; 34:18; De 16:1
Moses calls Yah’s (God's) first month "Abib", meaning “green ears.” Yah simply named it the first month as He names all the months by a consecutive numerical designation, as stated in Exodus 12:1~2: "The LORD saying; This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you."  Mankind gave the months their names.  This is also similar to the days of the week designated by Yah as numerical; first day, second day third day, etc.  Man is the one that named them after their pagan gods.
Why does Moses call the first month Abib or Aviv which means month of green ears? Why, because this is what Moses saw at that season.  Each person then and now can tell when the beginning of the growing season comes to their land plus the ancients had the knowledge of astronomy.  They knew when the circuit of seasons was to pass, witnessing the change of season, Biblically referred to as “The Turn of the Year.”
We find this season being verified at the first Passover during the time that Yah was afflicting the Egyptians with the plagues before or at the time of the “turn of the season.”
Exodus 9:22~32 And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch forth thine hand toward heaven, that there may be hail in all the land of Egypt, upon man, and upon beast, and upon every herb of the field, throughout the land of Egypt.  And Moses stretched forth his rod toward heaven: and the LORD sent thunder and hail, and the fire ran along upon the ground; and the LORD rained hail upon the land of Egypt.  So there was hail, and fire mingled with the hail, very grievous, such as there was none like it in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation.  And the hail smote throughout all the land of Egypt all that was in the field, both man and beast; and the hail smote every herb of the field, and brake every tree of the field.  Only in the land of Goshen, where the children of Israel were, was there no hail.  And Pharaoh sent, and called for Moses and Aaron, and said unto them, I have sinned this time: the LORD is righteous, and I and my people are wicked.  Intreat the LORD (for it is enough) that there be no more mighty thunderings and hail; and I will let you go, and ye shall stay no longer.  And Moses said unto him, As soon as I am gone out of the city, I will spread abroad my hands unto the LORD; and the thunder shall cease, neither shall there be any more hail; that thou mayest know how that the earth is the LORD'S.  But as for thee and thy servants, I know that ye will not yet fear the LORD God.  And the flax and the barley was smitten: for the barley was in the ear, and the flax was bolled.  But the wheat and the rye were not smitten: for they were not grown up.

Notice “The flax and the barley were smitten:” The peculiarities of these cereal grains that are mentioned arise from the climate and physical geography of Egypt where this event was taking place.  In that country flax and barley are almost ripe while wheat and rye (spelt) remain green.  And hence the flax must have been "bolled" that is, risen in stalk or podded in March/April, thus fixing the time of that particular month when the event took place.  Barley ripens months earlier than wheat.  Flax and barley are generally ripe in March, while wheat and rye (properly spelt) in May.
Thus the first of Yah’s Holydays in spring are both associating with the harvest in its season.  The Feast of Unleavened Bread with the Wave Sheaf Offering correlating with the barley harvest.  Followed by the count of seven week arriving at the Feast of Weeks or First of Harvest connected with the wheat and rye harvest.
To keep the Passover and the Feast of Tabernacles in the proper time of their seasons, we need to know when the turns of the year occur.  If we start Passover too early, the observance would be amid winter before the vernal equinox, before the sun moves from the Southern Hemisphere to the Northern Hemisphere.  
Hence the seventh month observance of the Feast of Tabernacles would be too early before the turn of the year that occurs at the autumn equinox. 

If Passover is observed to late in the season after the vernal equinox, missing the prime event of the Wave Sheaf Offering of the barley harvest it directly affect the Feast of Tabernacles occurring in the seventh month.  Thus pushing the Feast of Tabernacles too late in the year, after the autumnal equinox (some years as late as November) far after the harvest, when people should have plowed under the fields after the vegetation had died, after the sun had moved back deep into the Southern Hemisphere having retreated from the Northern Hemisphere.   
Remember this is the Feast of Ingathering of crops freshly harvested to be presented before Yah.  It’s not a canning and jarring festival!  The principle is applicable for both feasts; The Feast of Unleavened Bread and the Feast of Tabernacles occurring at the turn of the year, not before it or after it, but at its closest point in time. 
All three Festivals are associated with the harvest that occurs at its appointed time; the barley harvest, the wheat and rye harvest and the Ingathering of crops at the turn of the year.
Equally distant from the extremes of the first month and the seventh month are the equinoxes: the vernal equinox at spring occurring on or about March 20 and the autumnal equinox occurring on or about September 22.  Equinoxes mark when seasons change from cold to warm and then back again when the sun’s rays are focused perpendicularly, that is directly upon the equator.  Each season then goes on to peak at its height called a solstice.  In the northern hemisphere after the vernal equinox at spring, the season peaks at the June solstice, the beginning of summer.  After the autumnal equinox in fall, the season peaks at the winter solstice, the beginning of winter.
Keeping the new moon nearest the spring equinox (with Passover on or after the spring turn), one would be keeping both the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened bread at the time of the spring turn of the year.

And counting to the seventh month would correctly have the Feast of Tabernacles occurring at the time of the autumnal equinox at the turn of the year.  This insures both feasts are being observed well within a 30 day boundary of the turns for each season.  We are instructed to keep the Holy Days at the turns.  These turns keep you in the properly appointed times, even during a leap year. 

A common error is to observe the new moon…after the spring equinox which would place both the Passover and the Feast of Tabernacles too late in the year!  Some years the Fall Feast occurring as late as Nov. 1st for the Last Great Day, some 41 days past the turn of the year into winter.  When keeping the new moon nearest the spring equinox (with Passover on or after the equinox), the Holy Days are kept within a 30 day window of the turns of the year!  By keeping "Passover" on or after the spring turn guarantees only one Passover per festival year, in a complete lunar cycle.  A belief is of no value whatsoever unless it conforms to the facts of God's Holy Word.
RULES AND TOOLS
· Genesis 1:14 proves that the calendar must be in harmony with the movements of the moon around the earth and also with the movement of the earth around the sun.  The earth rotates around the sun, not the sun around us.  In reality the sun rays are constant, never fluctuating as does the earth axis tilt.
·  A lunar-solar calendar from Yah’s Word uses the sun to determine a day and the moon to determine the seasons or months.
·  A week is dependant upon the sun; one week is completed after the setting of the sun seven times. 
·  The cycle of the moon around the earth determines the lunar month.  This cycle ends with the conjunction: sun, moon and earth all in a line which happens only once per cycle concurrently over the entire earth. The new moon begins when it receives it first part of light from the sun after the conjunction is completed.
· The year is determined by the earth completing one revolution around the sun.  From one spring turn [equinox] to the next spring turn (equinox) is the most accurate count of a Festival Year.  This will keep all Holy Days within the framework of occurring at or within the turns of the year.
· Using the new moon nearest the spring turn establishes the first day of the year.  That is -IF- Passover is on or after the spring turn.  If the 14th is not on or past the spring turn, meaning it is still the winter season, you are to add a leap month, the 13th month, by using the next occurring new moon. 
These rules show that a calendar can be assembled by following God's Word putting His principles of rules and tools into use!  Why would Yah leave His people without a calendar?  Yah said: 
Genesis 1:14 “Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them the sun and moon be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years". 
A sign #226 in Strong’s means a signal, as a flag, beacon, evidence, a mark.  What sign does Yah show us as a sign for seasons, appointed times?  David gives us this answer in Psalms:
Psalms 104:19 "He appointed the moon for seasons (appointed time): the sun knoweth his going down". 
Yah’s Holy Days are to be kept at their appointed time. 
Exodus 13:10 "Thou shalt therefore keep this ordinance in his season (appointed time) from year to year".
HOW TO ESTABLISH GOD'S HOLY DAYS
Yah tells us the new moon appearance begins the month.  The first month Moses called Abib.  The Passover is to be celebrated in the spring.  The spring or vernal equinox, the turn of the year, is the first day of spring.    Establishing the beginning of the new moon phase associated with the turn of the year, the vernal equinox establishes the first day of the year.  Count 14 days starting with the first day to find Passover.  If Passover falls on or after the spring turn (equinox) one can continue to calculate the rest of GOD'S Holy Days.  If Passover falls before the spring turn (equinox), then it would not be kept in its appointed season, for it would still be winter as the turn of the year had not occurred. If this scenario occurred, one would use the next new moon and establish it as the beginning of the first month and 14 days later would be the Passover.  The 15th to the 21st are the Days of Unleavened Bread. 
The wave sheaf Offering occurs the day after the Sabbath during the days of unleavened bread.  Sunday, the first day of the week, establishes the commencement for counting 7 complete Sabbaths to the Feast of Weeks.  And the day after the seventh Sabbath is the Feast which always falls on a Sunday.  Seven Sabbaths, each having seven days=49 days, followed by the day after the seventh Sabbath, the 50th day. 
To find the 7th month, count 7 new moons starting with the first new moon of the new biblical festival year.  The 7th new moon is the beginning of the 7th month and is the Feast of Trumpets.  Count 10 days starting with day of the 7th new moon to determine the Day of Atonement, The 15th to the 21st days are the Feast of Tabernacles with the 22nd day of that month becoming the Last Great Day, the culmination of the festival year. 
Genesis 8:20~22 And Noah builded an altar unto the LORD; and took of every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar.  And the LORD smelled a sweet savour; and the LORD said in his heart, I will not again curse the ground any more for man's sake; for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more everything living, as I have done.   While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease.
ADDENDUM TO CALDENDAR RULES – TURN OF THE YEAR E-6, September, 2019  E-02

Unlike the present day worldwide Julian Calendar which defines the first day of the year as 1 January, God’s calendar defines the first day of the year, (FDY) by two simultaneous events that validate it: (1) The FDY follows the new moon (i.e. conjunction) that appears nearest the Spring Equinox, (2) The FDY must concurrently allow the Passover to occur either on or after the Spring Equinox. Thus as such, the FDY becomes the starting point that determines the day count establishing spring (vernal) and fall (autumnal) feast day occurrences throughout the year. Understanding this relationship of the “new moon” to the first day of the year is key. Astronomically, the new moon, known as the conjunction, is an event where the earth, moon, and sun are simultaneously aligned on the same plane with one another.  That fact may be appreciated by the astronomer, but for us determining the first day of the new year, the moon’s position in regard to its reflected sunlit exposure becomes our focus. 

·  At the point of the moon’s conjunction, several facts become concurrently apparent throughout the world. The moon is a totally black moon, meaning the moon’s entire surface facing earth has just become devoid of any sunlight. Let’s break this process down in slow motion:  Just moments before conjunction was reached, the last bit of sunlight reflected from a waning moon has gone. Now the moon facing earth is immersed in total darkness, but milliseconds later, the first sunrise reflected light of a waxing moon appears on the side opposite from the waning moon.     Again, I stress the moon while in conjunction is a totally dark surfaced moon, invisible to the earth. Now, here is a critical point: Because the event of conjunction occurs at the same time throughout the earth, throughout the world’s time zones, it provides unabashed opportunity for worldwide observation and recognition to assemble God’s holy feast day calendar, part of God’s Plan.  Conjunction has always been an astronomical event that marks the end of one month, the beginning of another. 

·  The fact that the event of conjunction serves to divide months is paramount in helping to determine the first day of the year.    To review, conjunction occurs on a given day precisely at a given time, generally twelve times a year, simultaneously serving as the demarcation line ending one month and beginning another. So one month ends, one year ends after the twelve months. An exception to this lunar 12 month rule occurs when the 14 day count to Passover falls before the Spring Equinox necessitating an additional month when the count to Passover successfully falls after the next new moon.  But back to the original point, does the First Day of the Year fall on the day of conjunction or not? Never!

· The FDY always falls on the day after the moon’s conjunction. Explanation: We know that the event of conjunction must occur precisely at a given time within that day marking the beginning of a new month.  But upon a closer look, the day of conjunction becomes divided into two parts: a pre conjunction period and a post conjunction period. The pre conjunction period would include the very end of the present month while the post conjunction period would herald the very beginning of the next or new month, or from the old into the new year.

· Scripture states that the day of conjunction “establishes” the first day of the year meaning that this very day of conjunction provides the basis for the First Day of the Year. But how does this day where conjunction occurred become the basis for the following day to be labeled as the First Day of the Year? Scripture also states the sun rules the day, while the moon rules the night.  Genesis states that in order for a day to be a “day” it must contain both a night time and a day time component. Thus the day of conjunction can never be a complete day because conjunction occurs at a specific time that forever divides that day into two respective parts.  Thus it becomes the next full day, the morrow after the conjunction, that allows humanity throughout all the time zones to simultaneously  recognize it and celebrate it as the first day of a new month, and in this case, the first day of the new year on the Holy Day Calendar relative to its position with the first new moon occurring closest to the Spring Equinox that places the Passover on or after the conjunction. Now from this point let the feast day calendar counting begin! 
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